DEPARTMENT  OF 
TRANSPORTATION 

Coast  Guard 


STANDARDS  FOR 
FLOTATION  MATERIALS 


9260 


PROPOSED  RULES 


[4910-14] 

DEPARTMENT  OF  TRANSPORTATION 
Coast  Guard 

[33  CFR  Part  183] 

tCGD  77-145] 

FLOTATION  MATERIALS 
Standards 

AGENCY:  Coast  Guard,  DOT. 
ACTION:  Proposed  rule. 

SUMMARY:  The  Coast  Guard  is  pro¬ 
posing  to  amend  the  flotation  stan¬ 
dards  for  monohull  boats  under  20 
feet  in  length,  by  establishing  perfor¬ 
mance  specifications  for  flotation  ma¬ 
terials.  Present  standards  do  not  speci¬ 
fy  how  performance  characteristics 
can  be  determined.  This  amendment 
will  enable  a  manufacturer  to  deter¬ 
mine  if  his  flotation  material  is  able  to 
meet  minimum  safety  standards. 

DATES:  Comments  must  be  received 
on  or  before  April  23, 1978. 

ADDRESSES:  Comments  should  be 
submitted  to  Commandant  (G-CMC/ 
81)  (CGD  77-145),  U.S.  Coast  Guard, 
Washington,  D.C.  20590.  Comments 
will  be  available  for  examination  at 
the  Marine  Safety  Council  (G-CMC/ 
81),  Room  8117,  Department  of  Trans¬ 
portation,  Nassif  Building,  400  Sev¬ 
enth  Street  SW.,  Washington,  D.C. 
20590. 

FOR  FURTHER  INFORMATION 
CONTACT: 

Captain  George  K.  Greiner,  Marine 
Safety  Council  (G-CMC/81),  Room 
8117,  Department  of  Transportation, 
Nassif  Building,  400  Seventh  Street 
SW.,  Washington,  D.C.  20590,  202- 
426-1477. 

SUPPLEMENTARY  INFORMATION: 
Interested  persons  are  invited  to  par¬ 
ticipate  in  this  proposed  rulemaking 
by  submitting  written  views,  data,  or 
arguments.  Each  person  submitting  a 
comment  should  include  this  name 
and  address,  identify  this  notice  (CGD 
77-145)  and  the  specific  section  of  the 
proposal  to  which  his  comment  ap¬ 
plies,  and  give  the  reasons  for  his  com¬ 
ment.  The  proposal  may  be  changed  in 
light  of  comments  received.  All  com¬ 
ments  received  will  be  considered 
before  final  action  is  taken  on  this 
proposal.  Copies  of  all  written  com¬ 
ments  received  will  be  available  for  ex¬ 
amination  by  interested  persons.  No 
public  hearing  is  planned  but  one  may 
be  held  at  a  time  and  place  to  be  set  in 
a  later  notice  in  the  Federal  Register 
if  requested  in  writing  by  an  interested 
person  raising  a  genuine  issue  and  de¬ 
siring  to  comment  orally  at  a  public 
hearing. 


Drafting  Information 

The  principal  persons  involved  in 
drafting  this  proposal  are:  Lars  E. 
Granholm,  Project  Manager,  Office  of 
Boating  Safety,  and  Lieutenant  Wil¬ 
liam  R.  Kerivan,  Project  Attorney, 
Office  of  the  Chief  Counsel. 

Discussion  of  the  Proposed 
Regulations 

This  amendment  proposes  different 
performance  specifications  for  flota¬ 
tion  materials  based  upon  their  loca¬ 
tion  in  the  boat.  Flotation  materials 
installed  in  different  locations  in  the 
boat  are  subjected  to  different  deterio¬ 
rating  influences.  Flotation  materials 
in  bilges  are  exposed  to  gasoline,  oil 
and  bilge  cleaning  solvents.  Flotation 
materials  in  engine  compartments  are 
exposed  to  heat  and  fuel  vapors.  These 
standards  reflect  the  minimum  perfor¬ 
mance  characteristics  for  these  flota¬ 
tion  materials  based  upon  their  loca¬ 
tion  in  the  boat.  The  National  Boating 
Safety  Advisory  Council  was  consulted 
on  February  22,  1977,  regarding  the 
substance  of  this  proposed  amend¬ 
ment.  The  Council  concurs  that  the 
proposed  amendment  should  be  in¬ 
cluded  in  the  flotation  standard.  Tran¬ 
script  of  the  proceedings  of  the  Na¬ 
tional  Boating  Safety  Advisory  Coun¬ 
cil  at  which  this  amendment  was  dis¬ 
cussed  are  available  for  examination 
in  Room  4224,  U.S.  Coast  Guard  Head¬ 
quarters,  Trans  Point  Building,  2100 
Second  Street  SW.,  Washington,  D.C. 
20590.  The  minutes  of  the  meetings 
are  available  from  the  Executive  Di¬ 
rector,  National  Boating  Safety  Advi¬ 
sory  Council,  c/o  U.S.  Coast  Guard 
(G-BA/TRPT),  Washington,  D.C. 
20590. 

The  ASTM  standard  referenced  in 
this  proposed  amendment  has  been 
approved  for  incorporation  by  refer¬ 
ence  by  the  Director  of  the  Federal 
Register  and  the  standard  is  on  file  in 
the  Federal  Register  Library. 

Authority 

This  amendment  is  proposed  under 
authority  of  the  Federal  Boat  Safety 
Act  of  1971  (46  U.S.C.  1454).  The  au¬ 
thority  vested  in  the  Secretary  of  the 
Department  of  Transportation  by  the 
Act  is  delegated  to  the  Commandant 
of  the  Coast  Guard  at  49  CFR 
1.46(n)(l). 

In  consideration  of  the  foregoing  it 
is  proposed  to  amend  Part  183  of  Title 
33  of  the  Code  of  Federal  Regulations 
as  follows: 

1.  By  revising  §  183.110  to  read  as  fol¬ 
lows: 

§183.110  Definitions. 

For  the  purpose  of  this  subpart— 

“ASTM”  means  American  Society 
for  Testing  and  Materials. 

Note.— The  ASTM  standard  in  this  sub¬ 
part  may  be  examined  at  Coast  Guard 


Headquarters,  Room  4314,  Trans  Point 
Building,  2100  2nd  Street  SW.,  Washington, 
D.C.  20590,  and  may  be  obtained  from  the 
American  Society  for  Testing  and  Materials, 
1916  Race  Street,  Philadelphia,  Pa.  19103. 

“Bilge”  means  the  area  in  the  boat, 
below  a  height  of  4  inches  measured 
from  the  lowest  point  in  the  boat 
where  liquid  can  collect  when  the  boat 
is  in  its  static  floating  position,  except 
engine  rooms. 

“Connected”  means  allowing  a  flow 
of  water  in  excess  of  one-quarter 
ounce  per  hour  from  the  engine  room 
bilge  into  any  other  compartment. 

“Engine  room  bilge”  means  the  area 
in  the  engine  room  or  a  connected 
compartment  below  a  height  of  12 
inches  measured  from  the  lowest  point 
where  liquid  can  collect  in  these  com¬ 
partments  when  the  boat  is  in  its 
static  floating  position. 

“Engine  room”  means  the  compart¬ 
ment  where  a  permanently  installed 
gasoline  or  diesel  engine  is  installed, 
including  connected  compartments. 

“Open  to  atmosphere”  means  a  com¬ 
partment  that  has  at  least  15  square 
inches  of  open  area  directly  exposed  to 
the  atmosphere  for  each  cubic  foot  of 
net  compartment  volume. 

“Sealed  compartment”  means  an  en¬ 
closure  that  can  resist  an  exterior 
water  level  of  12  inches  without  sep- 
page  of  more  than  one-quarter  fluid 
ounce  per  hour. 

2.  By  adding  a  new  §  183.112  to  read 
as  follows: 

183.112  Flotation  material  and  air  cham¬ 
bers. 

(a)  Flotation  materials  must  meet 
the  requirements  in  §  183.114  as  listed 
in  table  5  when  used  in  the:  (1)  Engine 
room  bilge,  (2)  engine  room,  or  (3) 
bilge,  unless  located  in  a  sealed  com¬ 
partment. 

(b)  Air  chambers  used  to  meet  the 
flotation  requirements  of  this  subpart 
must  r  ot  be  integral  with  the  hull. 

3.  By  adding  a  new  §  183.114  to  read 
as  follows: 

§  183.114  Test  of  flotation  materials. 

(a)  Vapor  test  The  flotation  materi¬ 
al  must  not  reduce  in  volume  by  more 
than  5  percent  after  being  immersed 
in  a  fully  saturated  gasoline  vapor  at¬ 
mosphere  for  30  days  at  38“  C. 

(b)  24-hour  gasoline  test.  The  flota¬ 
tion  material  must  not  reduce  in 
volume  by  more  than  5  percent  after 
being  immersed  for  24  hours  at  29°  C 
in  reference  fuel  B,  of  ASTM  D-471, 
dated  March  28,  1975. 

(c)  30-day  gasoline  test.  The  flota¬ 
tion  material  must  not  reduce  in 
volume  by  more  than  5  percent  after 
being  immersed  for  30  days  at  29°  C  in 
reference  fuel  B,  of  ASTM  D-471, 
dated  March  28,  1975. 

(d)  24-hour  oil  test  The  flotation 
material  must  not  reduce  in  volume  by 
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more  than  5  percent  after  being  im¬ 
mersed  for  24  hours  at  29°  C  in  refer¬ 
ence  oil  No.  2.  of  ASTM  D-471,  dated 
March  28,  1975. 

Ce)  30  day  oil  test.  The  flotation  ma¬ 
terial  must  not  reduce  in  volume  by 
more  than  5  percent  after  being  im¬ 
mersed  for  30  days  at  29°  C  in  refer¬ 
ence  oil  No.  2,  of  ASTM  D-471,  dated 
March  28,  1975. 

(f )  24-hour  bilge  cleaner  test.  The  flo¬ 
tation  material  must  not  reduce  in 
volume  by  more  than  5  percent  after 
being  immersed  for  24  hours  at  29°  C 
in  a  5-percent  solution  of  trisodium 
phosphate  in  water. 

(g)  30-day  bilge  cleaner  test.  The  flo¬ 
tation  material  must  not  reduce  in 
volume  by  more  than  5  percent  after 
being  immersed  for  30  days  at  29°  C  in 
a  5-percent  solution  of  trisodium  phos¬ 
phate  in  water. 

4.  By  revising  §  183.222  to  read  as  fol¬ 
lows: 


§  183.222  Flotation  material  and  air  cham¬ 
bers. 

(a)  Flotation  materials  must  meet 
the  requirements  in  §  183.114  as  listed 
in  table  5  when  used  in  the:  (1)  Engine 
room  bilge,  (2)  engine  room,  or  (3) 
bilge,  unless  located  in  a  sealed  com¬ 
partment. 

(b)  Air  chambers  used  to  meet  the 
flotation  requirements  of  this  subpart 
must  not  be  integral  with  the  hull. 

5.  By  revising  §  183.322  to  read  as  fol¬ 
lows: 


bilge,  unless  located  in  a  sealed  com-  6.  By  adding  a  new  table  5  to  follow 
partment.  §  183.335  to  read  as  follows: 


TABLE  5  -  FLOTATION  PERFORMANCE  TESTS 


N\s*rea  183.110 

Test  Ul.lliN. 

(b) 

Engineroom 

Bilge 

(c) 

Engineroom 
Unless  Open 
to  Atmosphere 

<d) 

Bilge 

(a) 

Vapor  Test 

X 

(b) 

24  Hour 

Gasoline  Test 

X 

(c) 

30  Day 

Gasoline  Test 

X 

(d) 

24  Hour 

Oil  Test 

X 

(e) 

30  Day 

Oil  Test 

X 

(f) 

24  Hour  Bilge 

Cleaner  Test 

X 

(g) 

30  Day  Bilge 

Cleaner  Test 

X 

Note.— The  Coast  Guard  has  determined  that  this  document  does  not  contain  a 
major  proposal  requiring  preparation  of  an  economic  impact  statement  under  Executive 
Order  11821,  as  amended,  and  OMB  Circular  A-107. 


§  183.322  Flotation  materials. 

(a)  Flotation  materials  must  meet 
the  requirements  in  §  183.114  as  listed  * 
in  table  5  when  used  in  the:  (1)  Engine 
room  bilge,  (2)  engine  room,  or  (3) 


Dated:  March  1,  1978. 


O.  W.  Siler, 

Admiral,  U.S.  Coast  Guard  Commandant. 


[FR  Doc.  78-5798  Filed  3-3-78;  8:45  am] . 
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